
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ryan Cabanas 
127 W 136th St apt. 3 
NY, NY 10030 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elena Pintilie 
78 Howard Park 
Toronto, ON M6R 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jodi Bauter 
260 Island drive 
Midway, GA 31320 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Valerie Andrews 
 5019 46th Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB T3e6R1 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michelle Menger 
1 rue de la solitude 
Hambach, Moselle 57910 
France 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ancil Smith 
413 Southern Avenue 
Hatteisburg, MS 39401 
U.S.A. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gary Febus 
31 Corte de la Canada 



Martinez, CA 94553 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Walter Knausenberger 
3336 Memphis Lane 
Bowie, MD 20715 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert Jones 
Central Ave 
Audubon, NJ 08106 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Josh Buchanan 
6077 N Arlington Blvd 
CA, San Pablo 94806 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Casey Thompson 
920 College Street 
Montgomery, TX 77356 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mouna Wilson 
1891 Colestin Road 
Ashland, OR 97520 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kathy McLean 
5629 E. WILLOW RD 
Oklahoma, ENID 73701 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Adrienne Frisbee 
NASA 
109 Escalona Drive 
CA, Santa Cruz 95060 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Peggy Bird 
Native Women's Advocacy Center 
2012 Gabaldon Rd NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Terry Church 
Natural Sporthorse 
1899 Middle Two Rock Rd. 



CA, Petaluma 94952 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
beate verreet 
Naturheilpraxis 
im talgarten 21 
kirkel, saar 66459 
germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Melinda McComb 
Newport Community Gardens 
PO Box 1954 
Newport, OR 97365 
USAQ 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kalin Anastasov 
NGO Ecosouthwest 
P.O. Box 29 
, Blagoevgrad 2700 
Bulgaria 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Neil  Sorensen 
NGO Publishing 
38624 Grand Avenue 
North Branch, MN 55056 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Suzanne  Baker 
NICCA 
609 Aileen St. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Diana Bohn 
NICCA 
618 San Luis 
CA, Berkeley 94707 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jack Kittredge 
NOFA/MASS 
411 Sheldon Rd. 
MA, Barre 1005 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Vivien Petermann 
202 Jamaica Road 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
charles parent 
box 422 
hinesburg, vt 05461 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark M Giese 
1520 Bryn Mawr Ave 
Racine, WI 53403 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Frank A Vasta 
315 - 77th Street 
North Bergen, NJ 07047 
USA 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lynn Taylor 
292 Pocket Lane 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
jon Howe 
4124 Fremont N Apt F 
Seattle, WA 98103 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christian Roselund 
2520 Chippewa Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leland Chambers 
2884 S. Raleigh St 
Denver, CO 80236 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr. Bradley Tyrrell 
11th ave 
Calgary, AB 12345 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bonita Holland 
unlisted 
unlisted, IL 62343 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nona Hendrickx 



39 West Street 
New York, NY 10016 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Pamela Hamlett 
11018 W. Ocean Air Dr 
San Diego, ca 92130 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
shana siegel 
136 8th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Parry Bast 
1400 Greenwood Hill Rd. 
Wellesley, Ontario N0B 2T0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Granny Goodwitch 
38400 Manzanita 
Anza, Ca 92539 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jerilyn  Bock 
3405 Woodstock Dr. 
Santa Cruz, CA 95065 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kellie Smith 
13 Brandy Lane 
Deering, NH 03244 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Walter Jorgensen 
3439 14th Ave NW 
Olympia, Washington 98502 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
lr meisel 
1623 milan rd 
greensboro, nc 27410 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jerry Best 
1886 14th st -no calls or postal mail please- 
penrose, CO 81240 
United States 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steve Edmunds 
1331 Walnut St. 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
United  States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Wanda O'Callaghan 
37 Terry Dee Lane 
Colbert, GA 30628 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Wanda Ocallaghan 
37 Terry Dee Lane 
Colbert, GA 30628 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan Shacket 
11042 Odell Ave 
Sunland, CA 91040 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
carol easton 
407 valencia school rd 
aptos, ca 95003 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lynne Preston 
638A Rhode Island St. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
P. Schafer 



296 Wetmore Ln 
Petaluma, ca 94952 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
William Davis 
3115 Cloverhurst Cir 
East Point, GA 30344 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ann Strong 
HC2 Box9529 
Keaau, HI 96749 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Annie Brown 
PO Box 690 
Jefferson, NC 28640 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
eric scott 
105 erlwood way 
durham, nc 27705 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cyndy Williams 
7168 Blackwells Hollow Rd 
Crozet, VA 22932 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dorene A.  Rew 
31 Parkview Ave. 
AB, Red Deer T4P 1K1 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Earl Wesner 
1014 Cameo Crest Ln. 
FL, Valrico 33596 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
christine simon 
600 rolling hills terrace #209 
NE, ORd 68862 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lois Poswiatowski 
376 Aspen Wood Drive 
Stevensville, Montana 59870 
United States 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan Kowachek 
noNW 
35420 Hatherly 
Sterling Hts., Mi 48310 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rhonda Bradley 
NRDC 
1156 Highway 68 
Crossville, TN 38555 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Des Marets 
NW RAGE 
PO Box 15289 
or, Portland  97293 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Janet  Keating 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
P.O. Box 6753 
WV, Huntington 25773-6753 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alison Adams 
Oklahoma State University 
1708 E. Maple Ct 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Damian Adams 
Oklahoma State University 
1708 E. Maple Ct 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rick North 
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 
17070 SW Rivendell Drive 
OR , Durham 97224 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ramasamy selvam 
Orgaic Farmers Federation of  Erode Dist. 
Pudu nilavu Food Forest 
 Arachalur,  Thalavumalai Erode Dist/638101 ?? 
India 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Lavdosh  Ferruni 
Organic Agriculture Association 
Rr. Sami Frasheri  p 20/10 
Tirana, Albania 355 
Albania 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carol Mone 
Organic Consumers Association; Northcoast Envirnomental Center 
Box 223 
Trinidad, CA 95570 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Anne Nylen 
organic producers association of Manitoba 
Box 1376 



Neepawa, Manitoba R0J 1H0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Travis Semmes 
owner of Mobile Solar Power 
14520 Old Morro Road West 
Atascadero, CA 93422 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Noeline Gannaway 
Pacific Institute of Resource Management 
83 Wright Street 
Wellington, Other 6021 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 INC. ALFREDO 
Palawan Ecology Protection & Enterprise Works Ctr 
ALBANO 
wpu compounnd Valle Residence PajaraSta. Monica. , puerto princesa city 5300 
philippines 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
mary buchwald 
Park Slope Food Coop 
220 berkeley pl 
brooklyn, ny 11217 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paul Allen 
Paul J Allen MD PLLC 
2938 Limited Ln NW Suite B 
Olympia, WA 98502 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karl Volk 
Peace and Justice 
43 Whittier blvd 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steph Hirtenstein 
PEN 
2 Parade PAssage 
Penzance, Cornwall TR18 4SW 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
dylan Keating 
penwith environmental network 
lower tremenheere farm 
penzance, cornwall tr20 8xg 
united kingdom 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Graham Vahia 
Peoples Rights Organization of Katova 
PO Box 1313 
Solomon Islands,  Solomon Islands 677  72053 
Honiara 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr. Ann  Carlisle 
Ph.D Psychologist 
1101 N Meade Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
carolyn shea 



planet earth 
78 ave. nw 
olympia, wa 98502 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Allister Marshall 
Potlotek Fish & Wildlife Association 
Comp. Box 542 R. R. # 1 
Nova Scotia, St. Peter's B0E 3B0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr. Premraj Pushpakaran 
PRANAVAM RESEARCH 
 62/103 
 pranavam,  kochi 682018 
 india 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Pushpakaran Dr. Premraj 
PRANAVAM RESEARCH 
Pushpakaran  62/103 
 pranavam,  kerala 682018 
 india 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Barbara Walrafen 
prescott creeks 
P.O.Box 3217 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Rausher 
Present-Day Products 
298 State Route 208 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cheri Black 
PRIME Institute 
7020 Greene Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
KATKA NOVAKOVA 
PRIVATE 
8390 E VIA DE VENTURA 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85258 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Antoon Valckx Hoex 
private 
Av. San Ramon 1200 3-3A 
La Paz, La Paz 
Bolivia 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Coll Moore 
private 
7 Ibis Street 
 Table View, Cape Town 7441 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
June Maselli 
Private Citizen 
74 Huntington Ave 
New Haven, CT 06512-2624 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Doug Lammer 
Private Citizen 
3733 61st Street 
Woodside, NY 11377 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cathy Holden 
private citizen 
PO Box 254733 
Sacramento, CA 95865 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Oraina Jones 
Private citizen 
47 Ellis Street 



Nelson, Brightwater 7022 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bill Smith 
Private Individual 
96 Palace Meadow 
Devon, Chudleigh Tq13 0PJ 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mia Huolman 
private person 
Koulukatu 40 B 6 
Vaasa, Finland 65100 
Finland 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
siva kumar 
Priya Nursery garden 
19 akm building Behind New Cinema 
karaikudi, Tn 630001 
India 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Edwin Daniel 
Profeaaor Emeritus 
940 Turtle Cove Lane 
Vero Beach, Fla 32963 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alice G‚ntert 
Public Eye On Science 
86-16 60 Road 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
jan knepp 
public owns the natural resources 
2 white tail lane 
monterey, ca 93940 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rae Amey 
Rae Amey Enterprises Inc. 
P.O. Box 1051 
Ojai, CA 93024 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cheryl Lindberg 
RAGE 
6384 W 10500 N 
UT, Highland 84003 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Louise Hamm 
Rancho Del Sol 
2125 Wellsona Road 
Paso Robles, CA 93446 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Amy Goldman 
Rare Forms 
164 Mt. View Rd. 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alejandra Parra MuÒoz 



red de accion por los derechos ambientales 
portales 1852 
Chile, Temuko 4780000 
Chile 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marcelo Passos 
Rede Ecovida de Agroecologia 
824 Est. Guilherme Weigert 
PR, Curitiba 82720-000 
Brazil 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gladys Murphy 
Regis University 
3333 Regis Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80221 
USA 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kathy White 
Registered Holistic Nutritionist 
155 Oriole Street 
Waterloo, ON N2J 3Y7 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Scott Bishop 
retired 
1710 Giles NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Phyllis Brown 
retired 
967 N. Karen Ann Drive 
Camano Island, WA 98282 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lawrence Hamilton 
Retired Forestry Professor 
342 BIttersweet Ln 
, CHARLOTTE 05445-9220 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Judith Klink 
retired school teacher 
1101 Harlocke Street 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lauren Philie 
river arts 
785 Upper French Hill Rd 
johnson, vt 05656 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Andrew Taynton 
Safe Food Coalition 
D 97 Paddock Road 
KwaZulu-Natal, Durban,  Shongweni 3660 
South Africa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Guadalupe   Rodriguez 
Salva la Selva 
Hasenheide 56 
, Berlin 10967 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Ann  Garrison 
San Francisco Green Party 
1103 Dolores Street 
CA, San Francisco 94110 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sara Creekmore 
Sara Creekmore 
PO 1106 
Magdalena, NM 87825-1106 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paule  Hjertaas 
Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides 
15 Olson Place 



Regina, SK S4S 2J6 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Scott Pierce 
Scott Pierce Images 
12801 Indian School NE Apartment 1914 
NM, Albuquerque 87112 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ruediger Stegemann 
Seeds Action Network 
am oberen kirchweg 3 
, hartheim D-79258 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carol  Kergan 
SEJAK-Unitarian social justice committee Kelowna 
845 Kinnear Court 
Kelowna, BC V1Y 8A9 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Amy Brt 
2411 So 8th St 
Lincoln, NE 68502 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Richard Vanden Heuvel 
123 Spruce Lane 
Annapolis, Md 21403 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marcia Smith 
PO Box 133 
East Hardwick, VT 05836 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Shelley Ottenbrite 
1809 W Grace St 
Richmond, VA 23220 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karen Welden 
17 W. Old Agua Fria 
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nan Schweiger 
178 Echo Avenue  #13 



Campbell, California [CA] 95008 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Virginia Ibarra 
9313 Harvey Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Serena Elize Flores 
55 Bellevue Ave. 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
eleanor trusz 
4954 ashby st nw 
washington, dC 20007 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marge Johnson 
57 Lower Firehouse Rd 
Espanola, NM 87532 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jena Helfrick 
109 Crawfords Knob Lane 
Afton, VA 22920 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
peter guerrero 
1340 curtis st 
berkeley, ca 94702 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Shea Smith 
15988 Thornberry Way 
GRASS VALLEY, Ca 95945 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gray Erica 
406 Glendale Dr. 
Va, Henrico 23229 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cally Dhaliwal 
2824 Cedarwood Dr. 
Ottawa, ON K1A0C5 
Canada 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
maria  benedetti 
SembrArte  P.T. 
23643 carr. 743 
cayey, pr 
736 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elizabeth Bradley 
Sierra Club 
1156 Highway 68 
Crossville, TN 38555 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
jean withrow 
sierra club 
po box 13 
walton, ny 13856 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gillian Dale 
Sierra Club 
2856 Emporia St. 
CO, Denver 80238 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tami Freedman 
Sierra Club member 
92 Edsel Dr. 
Rossville , ga 37041 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rosemary McKean 
Sisters of the Presentation 
2304 Booksin Ave 
San Jose,  CA 95125 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Teri Stratford 
Six-Cats Research Inc. 
8 Elm St. 
Walton, NY 13856 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
ipjhasdov 
sKrUWGxIxHGJLPwWYr 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marcello Musa 
Slow Food 
Via Matteotti 63 



Sale, (AL) 15045 
Italia 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steffan Browning 
Soil & Health Association of New Zealand 
PO Box 218 
Blenheim, Marlborough 7240 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steffan  Browning 
Soil & Health Association of New Zealand Inc 
PO Box 218 
, Blenheim 7240 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr Elvira Dommisse 
Soil & Health Association of NZ 
48 Neville St 
none, Christchurch 8024 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lara Tomas 
Som Lo Que Sembrem 
Santa Ana  10 at 2 
Cerdanyola, Barcelona 8290 
Spain 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sara Newton Juarez 
South Valley Alliance 
933 Nashville sw 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Neal Maker 
Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservency 
201 Jones Cove Rd 
NC, Asheville 28805 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Bacon 
southwest energy institute 
54 San Marcos Road West 
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joleen Decker 
Spirit-ah-graphy 
P.O. Box 616 
Cordova, AK 99574 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Jeff Dixon 
Spongy Wonder Inc. 
2 Woodside DRive 
NB, Riverview E1B4G9 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tracy Lord 
Stewards Association 
710 n mountain ave 
ashland, or 97520 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Natalia Fajardo 



students for peace and global justice 
29 Franklin St 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Natalia Fajardo 
Students For Peace and Global Justice 
29 Franklin St 
VT, Montpelier 5602 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
william schneiberg 
Sumo Sound 
69-10 108th st 
forest hills, ny 11375 
usa 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Peltier 
Sundara Forestry 
P.O. Box 2002 
OR, Waldport 97394 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sherry Serra 
SuperSlow 
1463 E. Republican St. 
Seattle, wa 98112 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Taylor Lynda 
Sustainable Communities 
P.O. Box 8017 
NM, Santa Fe 87501 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Debra Holliday 
Sustainable Life Info 
P.O. Box 634 
Oregon, Donald 97020 
UNITED STATES 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ameet Ravital 
Sustainable Mt. Airy 
647 W. Ellet St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan Wight 
SW Consulting 
6225 Pattypeart Way 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Jelinek 
T‚wi 
Pfeilgasse 23/3 
Vienna, Vienna 1080 
Austria 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nikki Florio 
Tahoe Regional Environmental Education 
PO 550683 
California, South Lake Tahoe 96155 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Nicoletta  Florio 
Tahoe Regional Environmental Education (TRE) 
PO 550683 
ca, South Lake Tahoe 96155 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tara Kamath 
Tara Kamath 
1959 Cloverfield Blvd.  #118 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michael Kuttner 
Tarjama Books 
227 Delaware Ave 



Toronto, ON M6H2T4 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Linda Wiener 
The Bug Lady 
1055 Mansion Ridge Rd 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leslie Sheridan 
The Carpe Diem Voice 
473 Church St 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anais Starr 
The Center for Community & Spiritual Development 
427 East Center Street 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Eric Ross 
The George Washington University 
2042 Peach Orchard Drive 
Falls Church, Virginia 22043 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Shaun Chamberlin 
The Lean Economy Connection 
73 Alfred Road 
Surrey, Kingston Upon Thames KT1 2TZ 
England 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anuradha Mittal 
The Oakland Institute 
PO Box 18978 
CA, Oakland 94619 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr. Joan Mencher 
The Second Chance Fd. 
201 West 72 Street 
New York, NY 10023 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
M. Herbold 
TiK 
L‚becker Str. 21 
Kˆln, NRW 50858 
GER 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Kathleen Griswold 
Timberland Farm 
372 Charcoal Rd 
Stamford, NY 12167 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Richard  Taylor 
Totnes GenetiX Group 
1 Silver Street 
Devon, Buckfastleigh TQ11 0BQ 
England 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Frank Merewether 



Trailing Esge Software 
PO Box 242 
VT, West Fairlee 5083 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elizabeth Turner 
Trees for Health 
The Dovecote 
 Sandwell,  Harberton TQ9 7LN 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Richard Goulborn 
Trees for Health 
3 Times Mews 
Devon, Totnes TQ9 5HF 
U.K. 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan Mutlow 
Trees for Health 
42 Whitebeam Close 
Devon, Paignton TQ3 £GA 
England 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nicole Kite 
UC Berkeley 
1710 Milvia St 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Soots 
PO Box 1167 
Welches, OR 97067 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marie  Belliveau 
Unitarian Congregation of Niagara 
117-37 Rykert Street 
St. Catharines, ON L2S3S5 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Richard Murphy 
Unitarian Universalist Society of Daytona Beach 
56 N. Halifax Dr. 
FL, Ormond Beach 32176 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Viktoria Vidali 
United Eco-Action 
245M Mt. Hermon Road  #307 
CA, Scotts Valley 95066 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Keth Bien 
United States of America 
28 Cloudbase Lane 
Wildwood, GA 30757 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Beatriz Eugenia Romero 
Universidad Autonoma de la Ciudad de Mexico 
San Lorenzo 290 
DF,  Col. del Valle 3100 
Mexico 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Brian Campbell 
University of Central Arkansas 
201 Donaghey Ave. 
Conway, AR 72035 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Toby Goaman-Dodson 
University of Central Lancashire 
44 Quakers Lane 
Potters Bar, Herts EN6 1RJ 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paul Corogin 
University of Florida 
P O Box 15363 
Gainesville, FL 32604 



USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nandita Sharma 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
George Hall 301 
HI,  2560 Campus Road Honolulu 
96822 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sharlene Newman 
University of Illinois - Chicago 
1627 W Thorndale Ave 
IL, Chicago 60660 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Frances Tan 
University of Kansas 
2300 W 26th St Apt E30 
Lawrence, KS 66047 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rowena Lawrence 
Urban Realty 
3785 E. 62nd St. 
Inndianapolis, In 46220 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Patricia Perry 
US  citizen 
9215 Linkmeadow Ln 
Houston, TX 77025 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Aileen Brousseau 
US citzen 
7717 Byron Ave #8 
Miami Beach, FL 33141 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Faris Ahmed 
USC Canada 
56 Sparks St 
Ottawa, ON k1p5b1 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dick Artley 
USFS Retiree 
415 NE 2nd 
Grangeville, ID 83530 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Sharon  Rich 
UUSDB Green Team 
2834 Regent Crescent 
South Daytona, FL 32119-8556 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tanya Croke 
UVFC 
P.O. Box 72 
Tunbridge, VT 05077 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Katie Perlmutter 
UVM 



172 Howard St 
VT, Burlington 5401 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Natasha Fast 
Valdosta State University 
603 Georgia Avenue 
GA, Valdosta 31602 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Eleonora Serrati 
VAS Onlus 
53 Flaminia Rd 
Italy, Rome 196 
Italy 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Brandon Rich 
VtWebDesigners.com 
PO Box 248 
VT, Johnson 5656 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Charles Conkling 
WAGS 
22 Holley St. 
Walton, NY 13856 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carolyn Moon 
Wake-up Walmart 
120 S 38th AV #24 
Omaha, NE 68131 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Graham Sivak 
Warren Wilson College 
PO Box 9000 
NC, Asheville 28778 
United States States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Philip Bereano 
Washington Biotechnolgy Action Council 
1344 E Interlaken Blvd 
Seattle, WA 98102 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Worth Cooley-Prost 
WCP Fine Crafts 
621 N. Kensington Street 
Arlington, VA 22205 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jana  Benson 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
1112 Meadowlark 
NE, Alliance 69301 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jane Sayre 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
1613 1st Ave. 
NE, Scottsbluff 69361 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Andy Bragg 
WestTown Farm 
West Town Farm 
 Ide, Exeter 
U.K 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Odile Hugonot Haber 
WILPF 
531 Third street 
MI, Ann Arbor 48103 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marne Moe 
Windom Park Citizens in Action-Tree Committee 
2021 22nd Ave NE 
MN, Minneapolis 55418 



USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Madhu  Ahuja 
Wipro Bpo 
Jimmy Tower 
Maharashtra, New Bombay 400703 
India 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
kay cole 
Woman's L. of Voters 
1362 darby street 
spring valley, ca 91977 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rachel Wood 
Wood Forestry Consulting 
1000 Marquez Place Unit C-1 
NM, Santa Fe 87505 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lester Nunnelee 
Words & CO 
268 Meadow Lane 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Suzanna van der Voort 
worldcitizen 
Lareshof 9 
Maastricht, non-us 6215RE 
Netherlands 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
patricia winkelmayer 
WWSC 
79 brandywine drive 
Ocean Pines, MD 21811 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan  Bolden 
Yale University 
370 Prospect St 
CT, New Haven 6511 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Himani Bannerji 
York University 
227 Delaware Ave 
Toronto, ON M6H2T4 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
  stanley 
Youth governance and environmental programme 
842 molo 
, nderitu 
kenya 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ayesha  Gill 
6602 Dana St. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jerome Erath 
1528 Edna Ave. 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 



United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
donna Lydon 
3452 Bleak House Rd 
Earlysville, va 22936 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Glen  MacWilliams 
77 Chases Pond Road 
York, ME 03909 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
R Adler 
207 VT RT 215 
W. Danville, VT 05873 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Murphy van der Voort 
Lareshof 9 
Maastricht, non-us 6215RE 
Netherlands 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
HenriÎtte van der Voort 
Lareshof 9 
Maastricht, non-us 6215RE 
Netherlands 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Eric van der Voort 
Lareshof 9 
Maastricht, non-us 6215RE 
Netherlands 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Debra Stoleroff 
158 New Hamburger Rd 
Plainfield, VT 05667 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Debra Stoleroff 
158 New Hamburger Rd 
Plainfield, VT 05667 
VT 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jon Carapie 
11 patterson st 
Auckland, NZ 1041 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kathleen Pitt 
100 Nottingham Trail 
Savannah, GA 30458 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer Pipitone 
1409 N Pine Orchard Dr 
Pearland, TX 77581 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ginnan  Olmstead 
PO Box 90 
La Crosse, FL 32658 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Katrin Finsterbusch 
Beutenbergstr. 5a 
Chemnitz, SAXONIA 09128 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Wendy Breiby 
po box 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hedy Muysson 
RR1 
Westport, ON K0G 1X0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leah Barker 
50 Columbus ave 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707 



USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Patricia O'LEARY 
6010 Westchester Park 
College Park, MD 20740 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
E. C. Roy 
450 E. Mills Ave - #19 
Breaux Bridge, La 70517 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
gudrun benkendorf 
12 reger rd 
flanders, nj 07836 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
julianne philips 
27727 PCH 
Malibu, ca 90265 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Donna Isaac 
1224 48th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, Fl.  33703 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Liesel Hall 
726 Sandra Lane 
Norristown, PA 19403 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Scott Gordon 
911 Redman 
Duncanville, TX 75137 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gary Febus 
31 Corte de la Canada 
Martinez, CA 94553 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marie Allizon 
7419 Lisle Ave 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christina  Sabin 
11147 Squirrel Creek Rd 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Charlie Maliszewski 
760 Old Samish Rd 
Bellingham, wA 98229 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carolina Casperson 
522 North State Rd   suite 102 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gail Caswell 
839 Post St. #208 
S.F., CA 94109 
U.S. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
xavienne gutierrez 
603 golden west 
ojai, ca 93023 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sandra Cronin 
26309 W.7 Mile Rd. 
Redford, MI 48240 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
elizabeth Seltzer 
11 W. Ridge Rd. 
Media, PA 19063 



United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cheryl Small 
31 Watson 
Vernon, CT 06066 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tom Knott 
4105 Euston Road 
Hornby Island, BC V0R1Z0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
JUlianne philips 
433 n camden drive #600 
beverly hills, ca 90210 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
marcus humus 
4395 ne rodney 
portland, or 97211 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
louis serra 
5227 e. thomas  #179 
phoenix, az 85018 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elizabeth Lee 
P.O. Box 602 
Newbury Park, CA 91319 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Julian Brenner 
Am Kleinb‚schchen 
Dormagen, NRW 41542 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Annie  Shattuck 
13641 Greenhorn Road 
ca, Grass Valley 95945 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
victoria simon 
9 old east scituate rd 
me, york 3909 
york 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Roland  Saher 
1412 King St 
CA, Santa Cruz 95060-2421 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bunny Daubner 
438 Monkton Rd 
VT, Bristol 5443 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
erin wright 
160 huron st apt 504 
on, toronto m5t 2b8 
canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Naomi Pennington 
24 Arnold Road 
, Southampton SO17 1TG 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
kristina king 
150 limerock street 
me, rockland 4841 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christine Fabricius 
, Schw‰bisch Gm¸nd 73525 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Stetina 
PA, Philadelphia 19147 
USA 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Matthew  Layman 
187 pearl st 
vt, burlington 5401 
U.S. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christopher Hendel 
927 Sherman Hollow Road 
VT, Hinesburg 5461 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bunny Daubner 
438 Monkton Rd 
VT, Bristol 5443 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lawrence Krantz 
9180 Goodnuff LN NE 
MN, Bemidji 56601 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Benech Virginie 
2 allee du centre 
, versailles 
france 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mariella Eripret 
, Lille 
France 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sylvie BARREL 
247 chemin Aime Genoud 
, LA SEYNE SUR MER 83500 



FR 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Oscar Bartra 
vic 151 
bcn, manresa 8240 
spain 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tim Hayes 
1504 Dudley pl 
ca, Santa Rosa 95401 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Enrique Gracia Budria 
Miguel Servet 102 
AragÛn, Zaragoza 50013 
Spain 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Annemarie Weibel 
P.O. Box 566 
CA, Albion 95410 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Charles Drace 
, Christchurch 8140 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
serge vrabec 
5902 SE Milwaukie ave. 
or, portland 97202 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
marcea colley 



1 
 denys rd,  totnes 
uk 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Angela Redmond 
193 Vienna Rd 
ME, New Sharon 4938 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Emma Mulholland 
3 Times Mews 
Devon, Totnes TQ9 5HF 
U.K. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carol Wellwood 
21 Collapark 
Devon, Totnes TQ9 5LN 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joyce  Dinham 
7 Coachways 
Hants., Andover SP10 2SJ 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
enrique gracia budrÌa 
Zaragoza, Zaragoza 
Spain 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Frank  Smecker 
154 Tilden Ave. Apt. 6 
VT, Richmond 5477 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
lorenzo martinez 
P.Echeverria 1971-4 
coahuila, saltillo 
mexico 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
FREDDIE LONG 
26551 RIDGE RD 
CA, WILLITS 95490 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
MABEL LONG 
26551 RIDGE RD 
CA, WILLITS 95490 
USA 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
PLYLIS FLOWERS 
2323 SALMON DR 
CA, WILLITS 95490 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Enrique Gracia 
Miguel Servet 102 
Zaragoza, Zaragoza 50013 
Spain 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
TIM HAYES 
1504 Dudley pl 
CA, Santa Rosa 95401 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bryan  Todd 
3016 Estates Ave 
CA, Pinole 94564 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Thomas Heyd 
950 Falkland Rd 
British Columbia, Victoria V8S 4L8 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
A Sevin 
342 fir st 
wa, seattle 98026 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Theresa Murthy 
602 Haynes Run 



NJ, Medford 8055 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joanne Nel 
PO Box 301 
OR, Noti 97461 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
A sevin 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
cherilyn fry 
1555 charles street 
bc, vancouver v5l 2t2 
canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sheilah Hendry 
43 Harmony Ave. 
ON, Toronto M1K3L6 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
BARRIE FROATS 
5098 County Rd 31 
ON, Morrisburg K0C 1X0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
ROB TAK 
4712 VENICE BL 
CA, LOS ANGELES 90066 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
A Sevin 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
laura chaves 
1990 levine lane 
FL, clearwater 33760 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dolores Clark 
9621 Silverbend Dr. 
FL, Dade City 33525 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
CINDY HENRION 
1929 PINEHURST DRIVE 
FL, CLEARWATER 33763 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
thomas chaves 
1990 levine lane 
fl, clearwater 33760 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
steven chaves 
6121 106th Ave. N 
fl, clearwater 33782 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
raymond chaves 
6121 106th Ave. N 
fl, clearwater 33782 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
julie konikoff 
2082 dellwood drive 



fl, tallahassee 32303 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Erinn Cantin 
320 Island Way  #101 
FL, Clearwater 33767 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
suzanne schneider 
10833 119th st 
fl, seminole 33778 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elaine Claudio 
429 SW 45th St. 
FL, Cape Coral 33914 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cecil Bates 
28449 Sunvale Pl 
Fl, Wesley Chapel 33543 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jason Hinebaugh 
PA, Philadelphia 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Camilo  Viveiros 
10 Island Heights Ave 
MA, Somerset 2726 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
laurie macdonald 



5825 bahia honda way 
FL, st pete beach 33706 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tracy Brown 
14 Saint Rose St. 
MA, Jamaica Plain 2130 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sylvia Guenther 
, Amsterdam 
NL 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leesa Holz 
207 Cindy Lane 
FL, Brandon 33510 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
constantin angela 
cernat 45 
, galati 6200 
romania 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
dennis tannehill 
12162 ivy ln 
ca, auburn 95603 
us 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Chas. Starr 
4040 Bohemian Hwy. 
CA., Occidental 95465 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Gena Fleming 
P.O. Box 1345 
TX, San Marcos 78667-1345 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
T. Legowski 
RR 2 Silver Falls Road 
Ontario, Kaministiquai P0T1X0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kristin Kaul 
3448 Riverbend Dr. 
MI, Ann Arbor 48105 
United States 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
James Rudy 
240 Haskins Lane North 
NY, Hilton 14468 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sarah Mayer 
3105 Lewiston Road` 
NY, Niagara Falls 14305 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michele DiMauro 
6330 Turnstone Street 
CA, Ventura 93003 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Younga Chang 
2441 Silveria Way 
CA, Antioch 94531 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Annie McMahon 
Box 1205 
AZ, Clarkdale 86324 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kevin Whelan 
4 Eden Lane 
ca, Larkspur 94939 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Heather Bolinger 
52660 TImber Dr 
OH, Bridgeport 43912 
U.S.A. 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Thomas Thompson 
726 Brockelman Road 
MA, LANCASTER 1523 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Volmut 
631 Mississippi st 
Kansas, Lawrence 66044 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jˆrg Felmeden 
Westring 69 
Hessen, Kassel 34127 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Arlene Florian 
15 Valley View 
Kent, Westerham TN16 3AJ 
United Kingdom 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elke Kasimir 
Liberdastr. 15 
Berlin, Berlin 12047 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Aura Lane 
2325 Humboldt Avenue 
CA, Oakland 94601 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sharon Fradkin 



12 Ventris Drive 
On, Ajax L1T 1T1 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Celine Federici 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Peter Saltanis 
326 Moose Hill Rd. 
CT, Monroe 6468 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Himmer 
1035 Hereford Drive 
PA, Blue Bell 19422-1925 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rich Himmer 
1035 Hereford Dr. 
PA, Blue Bell 19422 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Livio Finora 
30 Fletcher Court  
Ontario, Guelph N1E 7G8 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kristin DeWulf 
8754 pleasant Lk Dr 
MI, Brighton 48116 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jane Schifferdecker 



1711 E. 10th Street 
CO, Pueblo 81001 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Younga Chang 
2441 Silveria Way 
CA, Antioch 94531 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
FULVIO FIORENTINI 
VIA BONANNI 7 
LAZIO, CIVITA C. (VT) 1033 
ITALY 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carolyn Dewulf 
8754 pleasant LK DR 
MI, Brighton 48116 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Torri Johnson 
4999 Edward James Dr. 
MI, Howell 48843 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
James Davis 
414 Cherry Springs Ln 
TX, Spring 77373 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Soots 
OR, Portland 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Jenny Ernst 
171  Hawaiiana Street 
HI, Kapaa 96746 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Isabelle Carbonell 
10705 Lady Slipper Terr 
MD, Rockville 20852 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carla QueirÛs 
, Porto 
PT 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Diane Dodge 
1605Charles Ave. 
MN, St  Paul 55104 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Serena Weaver 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mandy Reinhold 
3205 Coral Ridge Dr. 
FL, Coral Springs 33065 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lidia Tisserand 
Rochepierre 
, Sanilhac 7110 
Frrance 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Timothy Phelan 
53 Cranberry Avenue 
Pa, Carbondale 18407 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Erica Baca 
4915 Rio Chiquito Ct NW 
NM, Albuquerque 87114 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
paul moore 
10802 rt.  116 #2 
vt, hinesburg 5461 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Theresa Ede 
1070 Fabry RD SE 
OR, Salem 97306 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Monica Park Erickson 
7270 south1600 east 
ut, slc 84121 
U.S. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Andreas Karelas 
1012 Torney Ave. 
CA, San Francisco 94129 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Thomas Thompson 
726 Brockelman Road 
MA, LANCASTER 1503 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Ricardo Coelho 
294 R. St∫ Ildefonso 
Porto, Porto 4000-465 
Portugal 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susan Costa 
44 Margaret Street 
RI, Tiverton 2878 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Terry Key 
5676 E. Bernadine 
Ca., Fresno 93727 



United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John Hope 
345 Church St. 
CA, San Francisco 94114 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Chris Caillard 
18 Delamere Drive 
,  Kawerau Bay of Plenty  3127 
New Zealand 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
becky erickson 
MO,  
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
rosie seymour 
3957 Hwy 33 N 
mn, Cloquet 55720 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Brian Reynolds 
P.O. Box 1123 
NJ, Pomona 8240 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jean-Luc  St-Amour 
5530 Place Campden 
Qc, Montreal H3W 2M7 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Delaney  Brown 



42801 Airport Road 
CA, Little River 95456 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Emma Ogley-Oliver 
209 14th Street NE 
GA, Atlanta 30309 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mariana Santos 
Rua rodrigo da fonseca 
 n∫ 131, Lisboa 
Portugal 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michael  Jatas 
14 Lamella Rd. 
ON, Toronto M9V 1Y8 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mitch Cohen 
CA, Berkeley 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anne-Lise Francois 
2360 Cedar Street 
CA, Berkeley 94708 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Betsy Tucker 
19519 Sherman Way 5 
CA, Reseda 91335 
LA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Jeff Sloss 
740 5th St. 
AK, Juneau 99801-1017 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Roy Vanderleelie 
61536 Crest Circle Drive  
CA, Joshua Tree 92252 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Adam Lamb 
96 Brushwood Rd 
VT, Fairlee 5045 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Chris Friedel 
20 Sunset Way 
CA, Muir Beach 94965 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Liz Hobbs 
1050 court street #523 
ca, san rafael 94901 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Erin Harris 
56 Calle Monte Aplanado 
NM, Albuquerque 87120 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Irina Maia 
Quinta da Marquesa 13 
n/a, Alhandra 2600 
Portugal 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Phyllis Reimer 
914 Westwood Blvd. #208 
CA, Los Angeles 90024 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Antonia Valenzo 
Italy,  100 
Italy 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leigh Hurley 
324 Minister Hill Road  
VT, Wheelock 5851 
United States 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marilynn King 
25 Georgia Wynd 
B.C., Delta V4M1A6 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bekki  Bruckner 
4822 SW 35th Place 
OR, Portland 97221 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Amy van Saun 
4725 SW Luradel St Apt 2 
OR, Portland 97219 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Catherine Caron 
, MontrÈal 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 



native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 



  
Sincerely, 
  
Rhiannon Chernencoff 
1111 Beach Ave 
BC, Vancouver V6E 1T9 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
TAMMY CASWELL 
AB, ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
CANADA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sheila  Pratt 
14092 Silver Valley Road 
BC, Maple Ridge V4R 2R3 
Canada 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Sommer 
369 Norwood Avenue 
NY, Buffalo 14222 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Margaret Sheehan 
732 main street 
ma, williamstown 1267 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lawrence Hager 
3611 Pinetree Terr. 
VA, Falls Church 22041 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elaine Larson 
534 Maria Dr 
CA, Petaluma 94954 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Arthur Small 
701 Warren Wilson road 
NC, Asheville 28815 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John Lee 
3580 Overlook Dr. 
WA, Langley 98260 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hope  Shand 



1122 Sourwood Drive 
NC, Chapel Hill 27517 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
zara zsido 
POBox 230684 
MA, boston 2123 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Fletcher Dean 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lillian Deslandes 
6800 SW 40th Street 
FL, Miami 33155 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jon Gould 
4923 Windwood Circle 
AL, Birmingham 35242 
U.S. 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Claire Stadtmueller 
243 East Putnam Ave. 
CT, Greenwich 6830 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nancy  Price 
1223 Sequoia Place 
CA, Davis 95616 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sylvan Grey 



PO Box 506 
AZ, Flagstaff 86002 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jeffery Morton 
1029 West Houghton Street 
NM, Santa Fe 87505 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michael  Feiner 
PO Box 324 
VT , Roxbury 5669 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Noel Evans 
18 Chenbey Ct 
MA, Newton 2464 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Roz  Boyd 
3 Washington Square Village 
NY,  10012 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gale Garcia 
2538 Fulton Street 
CA, Berkeley 94704 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Shanti Michaels 
CA, BERKELEY 94703 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



K Martin Stevenson 
845 Norma Way 
CA, Santa Barbara 93111 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark M Giese 
1520 Bryn Mawr Ave 
WI, Racine 53403 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
D Weiss 
161 Austin Drive - #106 
VT, Burlington 5401 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kate Corrigan 
419 Webster Rd 
VT, Whiting 5778 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Laura Bermingham 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karen Patterson 
4211 Tower Drive 
VA, Petersburg 23803 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tom Jevis 
NM, Santa Fe 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Tyrrell 



124 Mather St. 
CT , Hamden 6517 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sharon England 
28 Rumsey Road 
ME, York 3909 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Barbara Grant 
,  5401 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert Duffy 
3223 County Rd Ee 
WI, Abrams 54101 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paul Hixson 
209 W Indiana Ave 
IL, Urbana 61801 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Eleanor  Migliore 
370 Prospect Street 
CT, New Haven 6511 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sam Johnston 
247 Columbia Ave 
CA, Kensington 94708 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



MaryAnna Foskett 
101 Brantwood Road 
ma, Arlington 2476 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Fiona Ruff 
Am Heinzberg 1 
HE, Eppstein 65817 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jayson Benoit 
P.O. Box 42 
VT, East Charleston 5833 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mikayla M 
DC, Washington 20024 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jacob Leach 
25 Estey Street 
VT, Brattleboro 5301 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tim Hayes 
208 Cottonpatch way 
ca, El Cajon 92020 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tom Wansleben 
256 Washington St  apt 5 
, Keene 3431 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Marian Buckner 
104 Wildflower Lane 
WV, Shepherdstown 25443 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Amanda Vassallo 
10035 83 ave 
AB, Edmonton T6E2C3 
CANADA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Gould 
1936 SE 35th Avenue 
OR, Portland 97214 
USA 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Norty Kalishman 
1043 Columbia Dr NE 
NM, Albuquerque 87106 
UN 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gaea Campe 
152 South St. 
MA, Northampton 1060 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lydia Garvey 
429 S 24th 
OK, Clinton 73601 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
AR Holmes 
VA, Charlottesville 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
martin donohoe 
3718 rivers edge drive 
or, lake oswego 97034 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Beth Braun 
4457 N. Malden Street 
IL, Chicago 60640 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lise Stoessel 
335 Glade Lane 



VA, Charlottesville 22901 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Erica  Martenson 
85 Franklin St. 
CA, Napa 94559 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Stacy Pettigrew 
8 Wilbur St 
NY, Albany 12202 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Angelina McMichael 
ak,  99502 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carol Brown 
1966 Newbold Ave 
NY, New York City 10472 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kathy Milenki 
10300 Beaver Road 
TX, Brenham 778833 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 



parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Linda Langness 
111 Wistful Way 
ID, Bonners Ferry 83805 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Thomas Mathews 
3808 Kingman Blvd. 



Iowa, Des Moines 50311 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michele Fuhrer 
2000 Westown Pkwy 
IA , West Des Moines 50265 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Barbi Schreiber 
VT, Saxtons River 5154 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Helen Johnson 
601 Jones Ferry Rd. B10 
NC, Carrboro 27510 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert Groff 
225 Michelle Drive 
CA, Campbell 95008-1719 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
T Jeffries 
60850 Windsor 
OR, Bend 97701 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Leslie Lihou 
7008 Amherst Ave. 
MO, St.Louis 63130 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 



field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susanah Stoessel 



413 Arbor Circle 
VA, Charlottesville 22902 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anna Zivian 
419 Almar Ave 
CA, Santa Cruz 95060 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Estelle Ross 
2/11 Diana Court 
Tasmania, Riverside 7250 
Australia 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
D Buchanan 
1214 Newington Green Road 
UK, London N1 4RX 
UK 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
steve vargo 
po box 1426 
va , louisa 23093 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Matthew Snider 
304 B Holly Hill Rd 
GA, Savannah 31410 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tracy Brown 
14 Saint Rose St 
MA, Jamaica Plain 2130 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Mettler 
344 Cliveden Ave. 
PA, Glenside 19038 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Raymond Gettins 
218 Worthington Ave 
OH, Wyoming 45215 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joanne Steele 
1 Union Center Road 
NY, Saint Remy 12401 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alexandra Ottaway 
203 Maple Ridge Road 
MA, Florence 1062 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tom Luce 
1515 Fairview St. 
CA, Berkeley 94703 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Terri Compost 
not relevant 
CA, Oakland 94608 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Nancy S. Lovejoy 
425 Mountain Road; PO Box 158 
MA, Wilbraham 1095 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Debbie Sanitate 
2990 Texas Ave. 
CA, Simi Valley 93063 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
SHELLEY HERNANDEZ 
10023 RAPID CREEK COURT 
NV, RENO 89506 
USA 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lauren Lantz-Helm 
97 Martin St. 
MA, Holyoke 1040 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ronald Saff 
2300 centerville Rd. 
FL, Tallahassee 32308 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bryce barr 
8 lansdown road 
, bude ex23 8bh 
uk 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Roy Wygant 
8013 Panola 
LA, New Orleans 70118 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carole Conroy 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
George Sadd 
7240 Burlington Ave. 
NE, Lincoln 68507 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Linda Rigamer Lirette 
205 B West Court St. 
NY, Ithaca 14850 
USA 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Will  Bunten 
PO Box 2362 
AK, Palmer 99645 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Julie Stoessel 
413 Arbor Circle 
va, charlottesville  22902 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hugh Lehman 
11 Heather Ave 
Ontario, Guelph N1G 1P2 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Alexandra  Stimson 
2264 256th St 
IA, Fairfield 52556-8845 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Barbara Wicklein 
13205 Dairymaid Drive No. 301 
MD, Germantown 20874 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tim Golden 
4631 Rockwood Ct. 
Ne, Lincoln 68516 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Liisa Wale 
125 Lincoln St #9 
OR, Ashland 97520 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Antonio Campos 
1765 Aspen Grove Lane 
CA, Diamond Bar 91765 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
T Fernandez 
la, new orleans 70115 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 



affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Carole Mix 
290005 Main Rd. 
NE, Minatare 69356 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
Nancy Packard 
3037 Sewell ST 
NE, Lincoln 68502-4148 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Aapo Leinonen 
Tavitie 6 
, Vantaa 1450 
Finland 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Edward Shepherd 
121 West Bay View Drive 
MD, Annapolis 21403 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Fern McBride 
350 Central Park West 
NY, New York 10025 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joan Casey 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cherie Yelton 
730 carlisle dr. 
maryland, arnold 21012 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paul Hoekstra 
1021 Arlington Blvd. #1210 
VA, ARLINGTON 22209 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Paul Dowling 
2480 390th Street 
IA, Lohrville 51453 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
elizabeth cox 
231 love pt ave 
MD, stevensville 21666 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
louis serra 
5227 e. thomas  #179 
az, phoenix 85018 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 



propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Wendy Weikel 
Berkeley Peralta Gardens: CHIA 
1015 Sierra St. 
CA, Berkeley 94707-2526 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 



young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 



dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elizabeth Lee 
P.O. Box 602 
CA, Newbury Park 91319 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elizabeth Lee 
P.O. Box 602 
CA, Newbury Park 91319 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Harold Saunders 
EFAO 
RR2 
ON, Denfield N0M 1P0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Julian Brenner 
Am Kleinb‚schchen 
NRW, Dormagen 41542 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christopher Cressey 
Inner Chi Bodyworks 
P.O.Box 6345 
CA, Malibu 90264 



United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
M. Herbold 
TiK 
L‚becker Str. 21 
NRW, Kˆln 50858 
GER 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
James Bindernagel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
14 Secord Ave. 
Ontario, Kitchener N2B 2L4 
CANADA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Amy Goldman 
Rare Forms 
164 Mt. View Rd. 
NY, Rhinebeck 12572 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 Jim Grapek 
Associated Producers Inc. 
10401 Grosvenor Place 
md, Rockville 20814 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
William Pool 
JAHBAT INC 
325 Greenwood 
IL, Evanston 60201 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kingman Lim 
Treewolf Tree Service 
2129 Byron St 
CA, Berkeley 94702 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gillian Blair 
Sustainable Agriculture & Communities Alliance Pty 
649 Warrumyea Road 
Victoria, Panmure 3265 
Australia 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Myrna Castaline 
self 
P.O.Box 4231 
CO, Boulder 80306 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 



  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  



Sincerely, 
  
fiona nelson 
otway conservation council 
POBox 204 
Vic, Apollo Bay 3233 
australia 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 



  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Fallon 
Briar Bush Nature Center 
353 W Mt Plaesant Ave 
PA, Philadelphia 19001 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 



  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert Adams 
Wissahickion Valley Watershed Association 



12 Morris Rd 
PA, Ambler  19002 
US 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 



midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karen  Rothschild 
Union paysanne 
CP 515  Succ. Bureau-Chef 
QuÈbec, St-Hyacinthe J2S 7B8 
 Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 



hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
FranÁois Parent 
None 
6586 Henri-Julien 
QC, MontrÈal H2S 2V2 
Canada 
 



Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Filip Osowski 
Cie Studios 
1103 S East Ave 
MD, Baltimore 21224 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 



assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Geraldine Ahrens 
Talk Radio of Pahrump Inc. 
PO Box 5303 
NV, Pahrump 89041 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  



I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 



  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
michael mangino 
none 
307 columbus ave 
ny, valhalla 10595 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 



regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marsha Smith 
Union of Concerned Scientists and NRDC 
2302 S. Manhattan Ave. #303 
FL, Tampa 33629 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 



outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 



cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marlin Corn 
Churchville Nature Center 
501 Churchville Lane 
PA, Churchville 18966 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  



The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
michael mallia 
genista research foundation 
rinella bay 
malta, kalkara csp10 
malta 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jan Moore 
Individual 
30 Sunset Avenue 
NJ, Bayonne 7002 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer  Walker 
Concerned Citizen 
29225 Military Rd S 
WA , Federal Way  98003 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Vanessa Lamers 
Willamette University 
5745 Moonstone Loop SE 
OR, Salem 97306 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Chris Dartley 
Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust 
1100 Highland Ave. 
PA, Fort Washington 19034 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Diana  Salter 
Diana Salter Investments 
344 W. 72nd St #7S 
NY, New York 10023 



USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tom Tamplin 
15 Oaklands Way 
Other, Wallington SM69RR 
GB 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Andrew Sutphin 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
22727 Mariano Street 
CA, Woodland hills 91367 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lara Weissenborn 
Friends of the Earth Germany 
Kriegsstr. 178 
BW, Karlsruhe 76133 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Johanne Sailer 
BUND Foei 
Anderten 24 
Germany, Heemsen EU 
Niedersachsen 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hendrik Fulda 
Friends of Earth Germany 
Zierker Str. 63 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Neustrelitz D-17235 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Herwig Winter 
FOE Germany 
Jungviehweide 23 
GER, Mˆrlenbach 69509 
Hessen 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tilman Uhlenhaut 
BUND Niedersachsen 
Vor dem Roten Tore 23 
Lower sachseny, Lueneburg 21335 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anita Idel 
Mediation & Project management 
monumentenstr. 3 
Berlin, Berlin 10829 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Joel Nevarez 
US citizen 
400 s 68th st 
WI, Milwaukee 53214 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Matt Nels 
Chicago 
IL, Chicago 60647 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michelle Knight 
Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach 
1320 Fenwick Lane 
 Ste. 405, Silver Spring, MD 20910 



USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elena K 
Individual 
372 hawkcliff way nw 
ab, calgary 0 
canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sonja Jakob 
BI genrechnikfreies S‚dniedersachsen 
Moringer Str. 15 
Niedeersachsen, 37574 Einbeck 37574 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Karen Hoffmann 
5532 Raleigh St. 
PA, Pittsburgh 15217 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Susanne Scharnetzky 
Seminare 
Heidering 20 
BRD, 21218 Seevetal Deutschland 
Niedersachsen 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hendrik Stolte 
Buergerinitiative Gentechnikfreies S‚dniedersachsen 
K‚kenkamp 11 
Niedersachsen, Einbeck 37574 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dorothea Wamper 
BUND Germany (Friends of the earth) 
Sandstr. 5 
NRW, D‚sseldorf 40627 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sebastian Striegel 
None 
Naumburger Strafle 29 
Saxony-Anhalt, Merseburg 6217 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christine Thomas 
Schweisfurth Foundation 
Prinzregentenstrasse 130 
Bavaria, M‚nchen 81677 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Gerd Hirn 
ecoselva e.V. 
Friedensstr. 70 
D, St. Augustin 53757 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  



In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dove Cochrane 
Earth Keeper 
1166 Highland Drive  
OH, Columbus 43220 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  



Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paulette LaFortune 
JUST Community Market 
P.O. Box 200 



MB, Winnipeg R0G2P0 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 



large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dorothee Betz 
B‚ndnis 90/ Die Gr‚nen 
Ellenbergstrasse 40 
BW, 71729 Erdmannhausen D71729 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 



  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer LeVine 
University of Florida 
452 NW 50th Blvd 
FL, Gainesville 32607 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 



  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joyce Moewius 
BUND 
Strafle der Pariser Kommune 37 
Berlin, Berlin 10243 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 



well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Katrin Rylke 
- 
Friedensstr.38 
-, Thale - 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 



field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  



The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Benjamin Volz 
Lange Str. 20 
Hessen, Neu-Eichenberg 37249 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Virginia Heym 
4-195 Herring Cove Road 
NS, Halifax B3P 1K9 
Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nancy Porter-Steele 
6095 Coburg Rd. #706 
CA, Halifax, n.s. 92020 
 B3H 4K1 Canada 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 



groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Franz Keckeis 
BUND-Germany 
Haegerstr.3 
D, Einbeck 37574 
D 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



adina lange 
georg-diederichs-ring 18 
germany, northeim 37154 
lowersaxony 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 



drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ole Wunderlich 
Bio macht sexy 
Meyersche Weg 47b 
NDS, Buchholz i.d.N 21244 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
AnneMarie Ryan 
Dominican Sisters 
1 Landmark Dr. Apt 177 
NY, Cornwall 12518 
USA 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christian Vofl 
University of Witzenhausen 
Markgasse 10 
Hessen, Witzenhausen 37213 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kim Robinson 
Private Citizen 
518 SE 78th St 
WA, Seattle 98115 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Malte T‰ubrich 
KWS-Gentechnikfrei 
Stubenstrafle 20 
Hessen, Witzenhausen 37213 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Toni Bauer 
none 
Arbing 4a 
Bavaria, Rott 83543 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Svende Mang 
University of Witzenhausen 
Marktgasse 10 
Hessen, Witzenhausen 37213 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
simon  meissner 
people 
dorfstrasse 16 
sh, niendorf a. d. st. 23881 
germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 



GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  



I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Klaus Schˆffel 
Bund Naturschutz Bayern e.V. 
Alpenstr. 21 
Bayern, Kirchseeon 85614 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 



facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anselm Felber 
Amlach 136 
Tirol, Amlach 9900 
AUT 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 



comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  



Ed Hammerli 
Bayou Greens 
618 St. Philip 
LA, Thibodaux 70301 
United States 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Stuart Lillas 
None 
1328 Harvard St. 
CA, Santa Monica 90404 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 



warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Matthias Henneberger 
BUND (German Section of Friends of the Earth) 
Laengenauer Strafle 119 
Bavaria, Selb 95100 



Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 



water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Reinnhard Retzer 
Ecological-demacratic Party-Germany 
Weinbergstrafle 2 b 
Bavaria, Lohkirchen ZIP 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  



Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kimberly Spalding 
Self 
6329 Tamar Drive 
MD, Columbia 21045 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  



To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 



the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Gisela Sonnleitner 
Bund Naturschutz in Bayern e.V. 
Osterseeon 23 
Germany, Kirchseeon 85614 
Bayern 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 



  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Peter Schoefer 
Bund Naturschutz in Bayern e.V. 
Osterseeon 23 
Germany, Kirchseeon 85614 
Bayern 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 



  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 



fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kai Bergengruen 
Fa. 
Methfesselstrasse 20 
NDS, 37581 Bad Gandersheim 0 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 



addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sieglinde  Pehl 
AK Gentechnik Ebersberg 
Edelweissstr. 11 
D, Poing 85586 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 



on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 



  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
nicole piepenbrink 
lola 
aretzstr. 53 
nrw, aachen 52070 
germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 



seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jean Prahl 
30 Montgomery Place 
NY, Brooklyn 11215 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  



APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 



  
Dona van Bloemen 
1117 3rd. Street 
CA, Santa Monica 90403 
USA 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 



fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
linda fabiano 
395 woodhill dr 
mn, roseville 55113 
usa 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 



is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dosch Thomas 
Bioland 
kaiserstrasse 118 
Rheinland pfalz, mainz 55263 
GErmany 



 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 



adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Juliane Klette 
Anti-Gentech 
S‚dbahnhofstr. 30 
Deutschland, Witzenhausen 333444 
Hessen 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 



material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jens Hansen 
Gr‚ne Niedersachsen 
Bahnhofstrasse 63a 
Niedersachsen, Rosengarten 21224 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 



  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 



around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Isabel Boergen 
Schweisfurth-Stiftung 
Suedliches Schlossrondell 1 
Ger, Munich 80636 
Ger 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  



Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Andreas Bauer 
Umweltinstitut M‚nchen e.V. 
Landwehrstr. 64a 
Bavaria, Munich 80803 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  



Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 



eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Heidi  Kelbetz 
Biokreis e.V. 
Innstr. 17 
BY, Passau 94032 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 
flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 



  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 
it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Fabian Wagenbach 
Sch‚tzenweg 47 
Hessen, Buseck 35418 
Germany 
 
Regarding USDA/APHIS Federal Docket No. APHIS-2008-0059 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I oppose allowing ArborGen to plant over a quarter of a million GE eucalyptus in 29 
field trials over 330 acres for the following reasons: 
  
Approval of these field trials represents precedent setting approval for the large-scale 
outdoor release of GE Eucalyptus trees that allow flowering and seed formation in 
young trees. If GE tree flowering and seed production is allowed on the U.S. mainland 
on this large a scale, it will facilitate the approval of commercial large-scale release of 
GE eucalyptus or other trees.  It will also facilitate the approval of other GE tree 



flowering field trials of native species like pine and poplar that could contaminate 
native forests. 
  
APHIS failed to conduct and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
comprehensively address all relevant issues related to the proposed GE Eucalyptus 
field trials. 
  
Eucalyptus species are introduced organisms in the U.S. and grow well in certain 
warm climates such as in parts of California and Florida.  The cold tolerance trait, if it 
is expressed as ArborGen intends, will vastly expand the range of this GE eucalyptus 
hybrid. 
  
Escape of GE cold tolerant eucalyptus hybrids through seeds and vegetative plant 
material are quite likely due to severe wind and rain events which APHIS failed to 
assess in the EA.  In other countries where eucalyptus have been introduced, they are 
well known for escaping and colonizing native ecosystems. 
  
Global warming and climate change will allow more extensive southern and southeast 
regions of the U.S. to have weather patterns conducive to the introduction and 
propagation of escaped GE Eucalyptus hybrids.  These concerns were not adequately 
addressed in the EA. 
  
The U.S. Forest Service has stated that eucalyptus plantations lower water tables, and 
affect groundwater recharge and local stream flows, in some cases eliminating 
seasonal streams. Since the approval of 330 acres of field trials appears poised to 
facilitate deregulation of these Eucalyptus hybrids, much more extensive study of 
groundwater impacts is essential, especially in light of existing drought conditions in 
parts of the South. 
  
In regions where droughts occur, eucalyptus are known to be at high risk of catching 
fire.  Wildfires in eucalyptus groves in Australia this year, which were worsened by a 
drought, killed 173 people. Some regions of the Southern U.S. are currently in the 
midst of such a drought.  Additionally, eucalyptus trees, with deep tap roots, use very 
large quantities of water.  They have been documented  to severely deplete ground 
water and cause or exacerbate drought situations.  These concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
With recent federal court decisions on genetically engineered perennial organisms like 
the GE bentgrass and GE alfalfa, for example, there is a growing legal foundation 
around the potential escape of perennial GE organisms even in field trials. 
  
The fatal fungal pathogen, Crytococcus Gattii has been found in the U.S.  It can cause 
fatal fungal meningitis among people and animals that inhale its spores.  One of the 
eucalyptus species used in the GE eucalyptus hybrids (E. grandis) is a known host for 
cryptococcus gattii.  Creating extensive habitat for this fatal fungal pathogen is 
dangerous and foolhardy.  These concerns were not adequately addressed in the EA. 
  
I believe the GE eucalyptus field trials should be ended and the trees destroyed before 



it is too late. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christian Spengler 
Eichendorffring 21 
Hessen, Solms 35606 
Germany 
 
  
 


